A,thia a@mmlt tee ana to. 2ot as éhairman.

‘Erofesenr @earge Ga» Ohambers,'

October 10, 1917.

Dear Erofbswor ﬂhamhersi

Pnrsuant ta & mntion passe& at
&8 meeting of the ?acnlty of the Tawne Sciantifia
Sehaoi yaeter&ay, I have appointeﬁ %herfuilawing.
Qommittee to aousider thn a&viaﬁhi&ity‘ef a&mitﬁing ,
women siudents to all Bepartm n%a of the %awne 8&1-

" entific Sehooli~ I

Ercf%seﬂr Chambers, chairman
‘Professor Whitney :
Profeesor. Clewell

Profassor Lukens.
?rofessnr'ﬁranﬁlienarﬁ
Professgor Kﬁvanaugh

I hope that you will hs Wiiliﬁg to serve on.

i

.?hry>trnay;

Chalrman &amission committ&u.




PHILIP R. WHITNEY

A \,(\ ’ DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE
& : UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA

October 15, 1917,

Dr, John Frazer, Dean, | |
Towne Scientific School, - T ' : ‘ : f{

University of Pannsylvania, . ' T o

My dear Dr. Erazer,- )

In‘reply,to your letter of the thh,‘i.xQuldfséy thati1~éhaif

be glad to serve you on the Committee to consider the advisability of admi#tingﬁf

women to all Departments. of the Towns Scientific School. ' "?~_i§}

T 7 | Very truly yours,




Fovember 7, 1917,
Dr. Frank J. Goodnow,President,
Jokns Horkins University,

Peltimore, lid.

A CGomsittee of the Facu
ific Sghool, University of Penn-
ring the Qi?l 5a2bility of adnit-
ting women Lo the various courses given under this
division of the University, n=mely, the Enginsering
gourses, the eourse im ire Mltﬁﬁaﬂmﬁ and the course
in Chenistrye. '

of the Tmowne Seient
gylvania, is comside
Ta

mi

This Committes feel:s thut 1the experiense
of other Tmiversities naving similsr courses would
be svzilable. '

If your institution hss hsd wonmen as s%ale T8
in sueh courses, vwe would zppreel it very mush %o
receive & brief sbiutement from you in remurd to your
SEPETL B8, T should weleome sny perlecetly frﬂmﬁ 8x=
pression of opinion you oay caTe 10 m3kG.

W2

we have felt ths need of in-
meny women students your have had
1& guel c@@ Ses durins the last eight or fen years,
how much of - demsmd there has been Pron womsn for

opporbunities to tzke sueh gourgas, how that demand ha
varied inm rvegent Fears, whal women sductes of techmi-

i
¢ 1 eourses hve :3@@34173w g4 zionz the lines for whieh
ah@g‘“eﬂ@ Speel ”"Petsrea HE& “r'ﬁﬁﬁw there wers

: ve besn found ime
"«@%13&@1@ Tor women

Yery truly,




o @-a‘pa Srhool of Civil Engineering,

CONNECTED WITH BARTMOUTH COLLEGE,
POST GRADUATE ‘COURSE -

C
ROBERT FLETCHER Pb. D.. C- E, DIRECTOR l’(rof of Ciril Engineering
I V. HAZEN, C. E:, Prof. of Civil Eng- on Chandler Foundation
CHARLES A. HOLDEN,. C, E., Prof. of Civil Engineeting
F. E AUSTIN B. 5., E. E:, Prof. of Electrotechnics
SYDI\EY L. RUGGLES C. E. Immxcxor

'\gSR» o 5;~:gfw»

1Lf&@a””“"/4(.%%2? November 13th, 1917.

: John Fraser, Dean ' . \
.., Towne Seientific School

' University Pennsy@vania,

Philadelphla, ‘ s

Dear Sir.A K

: chlying to you favor of November 8th, I
e ghave to.say-that I.can:best answer your inquiry by
the familia phrase in two words, nothing doing.,

r;a s"thls would be too: blunt and might
iy irteous, »-so.1 will add& that I have never
"yet met ahw mah who wanted to be an englmeer. Did'nt
. _ Suppose ‘there was anything-in mortar boards, or steel
““reenforcements,'or bending momen’ , ‘testing machines
end least sqg es that would appeal to the falr sex.
. So with us the queéstion is not'even "Academic We R
,have never even: thought of it. -

e T suppose we are. behind the tlmes for we
Ahavs nt. any woman suffragisﬁs or pleketers in this
community. Our ladies are too busy with the Red’ Cross,
Ambulgnce. and Hospital Service, Food Conservatlon and
~other vital. questions to'g e any att@ntion to such
- vagaries. B ”
: L Iathink’thiS'answers your ingulrias.

Yours very’truly, o

RF/V



Hovember 5, 1917.
President . ¥P. Pendleton,
| W@lleslay'801lege,
Wellekley, Mass.
Hy dear Liss Pendleton:
. I regret very mugh that Dy reason
of o somewhat long meeting on Saturday, I wus unable te

discuss with you the matler concerning which I spoke to
you Just before the meetinyg begum, 88 I am very anxious

to have your views on the mutlier.

. The Towne Seienbific 3ehool of the Tmiversity of
fennsyivanles has under dlscussiocn the guestion ss to the
2dvisability =nd fezsibility of admitting women stulents
to £l11 Pepartmesnts of the Towne Sc¢ilentific School. In
this Scehool are the deopurtments of Architeciure, Chemisiry,
Chemieal, Civil, Blectrissl unid Heshanieal Engineering.

Yizile as I indiecated o you there have heen few

women who have aspired 1o the orofession of ZEngimeering,

the gquestion of admititing them to all of our courses is one
which it seems o me shouwld be gliven very careful consider-
z2tione :
C In view of your wids exzerience in dealing with She
edqestion of young women, I shall be very glad to have the
beonefit of a very frunk stetewecnt of opinion in regsrd to
the aivigability of this matter,  Instead of essking & nune
ber of gusstions, I shall fesl serfectly sutisfied if you
will simoly zive me in o geueral way wihat your aittitude is
toward the matter. .

matter in & preliminsry way ree-
tee g thet orobobly im 2 few ¢ourses

in Boginesring there were pr igal though not insurmount-
sble 4ifficulites. I oresume that in refersaee o the
courses in Chemlstry and .r cture, 1t would he somewhat
gidfienlt to zdduce logiecal rezcoms why woumsn students
should 20% be admitied. The gquestion of sdmitting them to
Engineering couvrses however ilavolves certain considerations

5

#nich may place these courses in & somewhat diffevent cale=
gory from the ethers, '




«\g‘\ﬂ\ UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL ENGINEERING

Q«&Q‘b' BERKELEY Fov. 24, 1917

Dean John Frazer
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Sir:
<

I have received your letter of Nove 9 with reference to the advisability
of admitting women students to your courses in engineering, architecture and applied f'T
chemistry. I have delayed a reply uﬁfil I could collect certain numerical data.

Since the establishment of the University of California {more than fifty
years ago) it has been a law that women are eligible to all courses of instruction,
provided they have satisfied the proper prereguisites. But though they have had
this right, it is a fact that very few women have elect®&d courses in engineering.

A somewhat larger, but still a relatively small number of women have taken

individual engineering subjects, such as Elementary Surveying, Machine Drawing, etc.
During the last ten years there has been no woman candidate for a B.S. degree in

any of our engineering colleges, (Civil, Mining, Electrical and iiechanical Engineer-
ing). I know of only one woman graduate of the engineering colleges. She was
gradvated from the Civil Engineering course in 1894; subsequently studied architecture
and is now rated a successful architect in San Francisco.

Until 1910 few women enrolled for any individual enginsering subjects;
even Surveying, which has already been mentioned. During the last seven years,
however, an increasing number of women hawve entered speclal engineering classes
though they are not candidates for engineering degrees. This is explained by
the fact that there ar%élways a number of women registered in such departments as
Agriculture, Home Economics, Architecture, Commerce and Chemistry. Women studying
in these groups take special work in engineering either because of prescribed or

because of elective studies. Therefore the Civil Engineering department, for




JQ Fo -2"

example, offers special courses in Strength of Materials, Elements of Framed
Structures and the Principles of Building Design for students in Architecture,
whether they bhe men or women. Special surveying courses for students in Arcnitecﬁure
and Zgriculture always have a few women. The Civil Engineering department offers
special courses in sanitary laboratory dealing with ventilation, plumbing, garbage
and refuse disposal, water supply, etc., which courses are elected by wamen in

Home Economics. While-xherefore an inereasing number Qf women take subjects

offered by the Civil Engineering'department,Asince special sectioms of instruction
are offered to them, they do not sit in the same rooms with the regular engineering
students.

Fifteen years ago when our Architectural School was first establishe&,
thie same sections of Strength of Materials and Elements of Framed Structures were
open to students in Civil Engineering and Architecture. Thus, at that time a
few women sat in the junior and senior courses with the Civil Engineering mexn.

As time passed it became d esirable t o separate the students in Architecture from
those in Civil Engineering, so that for engineers the course could emphasize
engineering design, while the similar coufse\in Architecture nad building con-
struction in mind. For these reasons the students were separated, and not because
in one group there were women.

I append the following figures indicating the number of women registered
this semester in certain courses. <n the surveying course C. E. le, especially
offered for students in Architecture and Agriculiture, there are 6 women registered
out of a total of &0. In the freshman surveying course C.E. la for engineers
there are no women, in a total of 188. In Civil Engineering course 125 (Plumbing,
Heating, Ventilating and Illumination) especially designed for students in Home
Eeonomics, there are 22 women in a total of 23; and all these women are enrolled

in the College of Letters and Science. In course Civil Engineering 127 ( Sewage




J.F. hanl % ond

Disposal and Water Supply) especially for students in Architecture, there are 2
women in a total of 11. In course Civil Engineering 107e, a senior course in
buildiﬁg construction especially offered for advanced students in architecture,
there is one woman in a total of three. In course Civil Engineering 118a, a course
in Stremgth of Materials and Elements of Design, especially offered for students
in Architecture, there are two women in g total of seven.

1 believe that there are no women students taking courses offered in
our department of Mining, and practically there never have been any. But if
you Wish direct information, address Prof. F, H. Probert, Head of our Hining
Department, Similarly I have made no mention of courses offered in our Department
of Mechanical and Electrical Engineering, bscause the percenvage of women taking
gourses there is extremely small; for exact statements, address Prof. C. L. Cory,
Dean of the College of Mechanics.

There always have been a reasonable number of women in the courses in
Architecture and Agriculture. In Architecture in the academic year 1915-16
there were 15 women in a total of 69, of all students enrolled. The similar
figures for 1916~17 were 14 women in a total of 60, and for the current year 7
women in a total of 27. If you wish a statement regarding women in Agriculture
address direct Dean T, F. Hunt of our College of Agriculture. In fact I advise
you to address him.

Most of the figures which I have given you are for the current academic
year and therefore relatively indicate high percentages of women in the named
courses. In normal years naturally there would be more men; for the number of men
in our technical courses and in Architecture, particularly in the upper years,
has been reduced to less than one-half and in some cases to one-~third.

I have no information before me regarding women registered in technical

chemistry. You might address direct Dean G. N. Lewis.




///
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Sumnarizing - tnere have been practically no women desiring full
instruction in engineering. 7There will always be a number of women in Architecture
and Agriculture. The engineering and other technical departments must offer
certain. courses of a special treatment for women and men in such subjects as
Architecture, Home Economics, Agriculture, etc. Thus far at Califormia the number
of women has never been large in any of these courses, except for special Civil
Engineering sanitary subjects for students in Howe Economics.

You ask for my persomal judgment regarding the fitness of women graduates
for engineering practice. From my experience of twenty-five yesars I snould not
encourage women to complete courses in engineering, such as Civil, Mining,
Mechanical, Electrical. Positions open to them are restricted in character,
usually being limited to office work of a routine, clerical, computing or drafting
nature, involving much repetition and drudgery. There can be little opportunity
for women in the more heroic departments of engineering endeavor.

I have mentioned one very successful woman architect, a graduate in
Civil Engineering aud Architecture here, but she is a rare exception. Ir do think,
though, that women should not be discouraged from taking courses in Architecture,
Law, Agriculture, iiedicine, Chemistry; becé.use, for women of certain types, there
are ample opportunities in these fields. I believe no institution makes a

mistake in offering facilities £o women to study Architecture, iAgriculture, Home

Eeonomics, Law, Chemistry, liedicine.

No legislation of limitation is necessary in engineetring schools. Too

~few women will ask for engineering degrees to even make the subject worth much

discussion.
Very truly yours,

@ Jentirt 7

Dean, College of Civil dngineering



| December 7, 1917,
Dean ¢, Derleth, Jr e,
University of California,
Berkeley, 0Cal,
Hy dear gip.-

Please aceept my - anlk
_ cmy thanks
ggzi go?riesy and troubie in giving ggr
Pinion in regard to the 5
of admis ing wo ' o ltng on
. men students to th
3 A ‘ e
gonisesw;n‘ﬂ?ehiteeture, Chemistry ana
gff neering in the Towne Scelentific
0o0l, University of Pemnsylvanis
»
I avpreciste
) ‘ - aop E very much th -
;iige% ;nformatlon in your jetter wgigg
v afthe of‘benefit to the committée hav~ -
- i8g %he motter unde? discussion,

Vory truly,

Dean,

Nov. 24, 1917

; 1
nce to the advisability
sarchitecture and applied
;rtain numerical data.
;fornia {more than fifty

L courses of instruction,
though they have had
courses in engineering.
Romen have taken

ing, Machine Drawing, etc.
‘é for a B.5. degree in

11 and sechanical Engineer-~
ég colleges. She was

squently studied architecture

1 engineering subjects;

the last seven years,

however, an increasing number of women haze entered special engineering classes

though they are not candidates for engineering degrees. This is explained by

the fact that there arq%lways a number of women registered in such departments as

Agriculture, Home Economics, Architecture, Commerce and Chemistry.

Women studying

in these groups tazke special work in engineering either beczuse of prescribed or

because of elective studies.

Therefore the Civil Engineering department, for




Fovember 7, 1917,
Dr. Frank J. Goodnow,President,
Jokns Horkins University,

Peltimore, lid.

A CGomsittee of the Facu
ific Sghool, University of Penn-
ring the Qi?l 5a2bility of adnit-
ting women Lo the various courses given under this
division of the University, n=mely, the Enginsering
gourses, the eourse im ire Mltﬁﬁaﬂmﬁ and the course
in Chenistrye. '

of the Tmowne Seient
gylvania, is comside
Ta

mi

This Committes feel:s thut 1the experiense
of other Tmiversities naving similsr courses would
be svzilable. '

If your institution hss hsd wonmen as s%ale T8
in sueh courses, vwe would zppreel it very mush %o
receive & brief sbiutement from you in remurd to your
SEPETL B8, T should weleome sny perlecetly frﬂmﬁ 8x=
pression of opinion you oay caTe 10 m3kG.

W2

we have felt ths need of in-
meny women students your have had
1& guel c@@ Ses durins the last eight or fen years,
how much of - demsmd there has been Pron womsn for

opporbunities to tzke sueh gourgas, how that demand ha
varied inm rvegent Fears, whal women sductes of techmi-

i
¢ 1 eourses hve :3@@34173w g4 zionz the lines for whieh
ah@g‘“eﬂ@ Speel ”"Petsrea HE& “r'ﬁﬁﬁw there wers

: ve besn found ime
"«@%13&@1@ Tor women

Yery truly,




o @-a‘pa Srhool of Civil Engineering,

CONNECTED WITH BARTMOUTH COLLEGE,
POST GRADUATE ‘COURSE -

C
ROBERT FLETCHER Pb. D.. C- E, DIRECTOR l’(rof of Ciril Engineering
I V. HAZEN, C. E:, Prof. of Civil Eng- on Chandler Foundation
CHARLES A. HOLDEN,. C, E., Prof. of Civil Engineeting
F. E AUSTIN B. 5., E. E:, Prof. of Electrotechnics
SYDI\EY L. RUGGLES C. E. Immxcxor

'\gSR» o 5;~:gfw»

1Lf&@a””“"/4(.%%2? November 13th, 1917.

: John Fraser, Dean ' . \
.., Towne Seientific School

' University Pennsy@vania,

Philadelphla, ‘ s

Dear Sir.A K

: chlying to you favor of November 8th, I
e ghave to.say-that I.can:best answer your inquiry by
the familia phrase in two words, nothing doing.,

r;a s"thls would be too: blunt and might
iy irteous, »-so.1 will add& that I have never
"yet met ahw mah who wanted to be an englmeer. Did'nt
. _ Suppose ‘there was anything-in mortar boards, or steel
““reenforcements,'or bending momen’ , ‘testing machines
end least sqg es that would appeal to the falr sex.
. So with us the queéstion is not'even "Academic We R
,have never even: thought of it. -

e T suppose we are. behind the tlmes for we
Ahavs nt. any woman suffragisﬁs or pleketers in this
community. Our ladies are too busy with the Red’ Cross,
Ambulgnce. and Hospital Service, Food Conservatlon and
~other vital. questions to'g e any att@ntion to such
- vagaries. B ”
: L Iathink’thiS'answers your ingulrias.

Yours very’truly, o

RF/V



© November 15, 1937.

9iﬁé&téﬂrgﬁﬁﬂ“t ?1etah§r .
T ?hayér S@h@ﬁl ef Givil Engin&aring,
Dartmouth Gall@ge,
. ﬁanoyargaﬁg He

i}_ear.: S‘ir‘:? | ’ V
| I beg to Vgamcwlﬁdgé thé e~
| %.ip% of your letter of ﬁ'ﬁ#émber laﬁh,c’f_-
‘”in renly'%o mine of the 8th, in re=- o
’ : fereﬁee o tbe matte“ af‘aﬁmi%ting
R wamaﬁ stuﬁenﬁs te %he anne sﬁzeuﬁifh

ia Sehnal af the Eﬁiverelty of Eennw

P
sylv&aia‘ ,
Very truly,
e
\\g ST

RF/V




COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
AND

\%ﬂ ENGINEERING EXPERIMENT STATION

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS

ﬂ'\ﬂ u RBANA—CHA@A PAIGN
s C. R.RICHARDS

DEAN AND DIRECTOR

November 14, 1817

Dean John Frazer
Towne Scientific School
University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

My dear Dean Frazer:-

Your letter of November 10, addressed to Dean
Goss, has come to my attention since he is no lenger con-
nected with the University of Illinois.

In response to your inquiry, I beg to say that
the College of Engineering of the University of Illinois
has had very little experience with women in its wvarious
curriculums. As you may know, the Départment of Architecture

. 18 in the College of Engineering. In this Department we

- have had each year one or two women, and it is my under-

. etanding that they have made a creditable showing in their
work. There have been very few women enrolled in the other
departments of the College of Engineering, and none of them
has' completed the work for the degree, except some of those
in Architecture.

Since this is a coeducational institution main-
tained by the State, we are obliged to accept women in any
curriculum in the University, which they may desire to enter.
If the war continues through a series of years, I should not
be at all surprised to see a considerable number of young
women go into some branch of engineering service, and it is
entirely possible that they may first seek training in the
technical schools toprepare themselves for such work.

It seems to me that there are certain kindes of
engineering work which women could carry out as satisfactorily
as men. This would include all branches of designing work in
architecture, machine design and general structural design.
Whether women would be able to direct construction work is a
question. I think that we would dislike to see them engaged
in this sort of work, and yet it is possible that they could
discharge the duties of such positions satisfactorily.

Regretting that I have no more specific information
to give you on this subject, I am,

Very cordially yours, ;;;:)
R/K




November 18, 1917.

‘ V»ﬁeén.ﬁ._.ﬁ. Biehafds,
Dniversity of Illinois,
B u:p&ns; I11.
My desr Dean Riohﬁtds:
| I beg to sok-
_ ngwieigé the receipt of your very full
' and sourteous reply to my letisr tg'
| Béan Goag, whci; I note iz no longer
with your inmstitution. |
Your infoémati on and suggestions
will be very much appreciated by %h;s-‘
Committeo aomsiaern':g this guestion,

 Very truly,

Dsan,




STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CASTLE POINT, HOBOKEN ’
NEW JERSEY

ALEX. C. HUMPHREYS, M.E.Sc.D,LLD.
PRESIDENT

‘\ vemoer |
G’&X O  November 9, 1917,

Mr, John Frazer, Dean,
Towne Technical School,
Univarsi-ty of Pennsylvania,
Ph’iladelphia, Pa,
My dear Mr, Frazer:=
, I =zm in receipt of your letter of the 8th insi.,
in regard to adﬁxitting women to your courses in engineering,
architecturs, and chemistry. |
We have never had any women students. As far as
I know we havé never had but one application, Ons young woman
was very anxious to enier as-a student, but as we were very much
handicapped in providing accommodations for the male students
1 felt that we could not really afford to teke thie young woman,
whén, as I explained to her, there were ample opportunities for
her to go to other colleges, Cornell Be;j;ﬁg one of them, So this
answers & number of your questions,
Now 88 to the advisability of admitting women, I
think that is & question that will have to be settled by the
colleges themselves in conne étion with the fecilities they may

have for such coeducational work, It does not seem to me that




Mr, John Frazer., #2, .Nov. 9, 1917,

the women ¢can be p}ovided for exactly along the same lines as the
men, except in the.mgm@ﬁaaching. There must be a diffsrentiation
in regard to the activities,_etc.. which a cellege or university
has to take care of :[ﬁ sone meaaure'.jz(é W /‘/L"Z! %‘A
. : ' . ®
I think there is a demand for women, certainly in
architecture and chemist;y‘ I happen to know of one or two women
‘who are doing excellanf work as graduate chemists. I know of one
woman who is making a record for herself in the line of bactsriology.
I understand that fhére is developing quite a demand for women in the
offices of architects, ‘end that in some cases these women develop so
thet they rise to positions of authority, Certainly in connection
with architecture of residences women ought to have s field which
could be occupied to the advantage of the community.
In engineering I should think that their activities would
be very much confined. I know of one woman who graduated from college,
I think: in the same class with her brothef, as an electrical engineer,
and she does the strictly mathematical work in the department of engin-
eering of a large manufacturing concern. Certainly it wouid be an
exceptional woman who could undertake to do much of the work which the
engineer has to do, and certainly in the branch of c¢ivil engineering.
These are my views, hurriedly expressed, but if I can help
you in any other way I shall be glad to do so.v

Yours vefy truly,

Presgident,




Hovember 12, 1917, =

Pres. Ale:z;; Ce E@pﬁ;iw,

| Stevens Inst. of Pechnology,

e@t’m Point, Hoboken.
Hy denr Mr. Eﬁnphéiee:
| | Flease Aa-aaeyt
my gre;titu&a snd thanks for your ,- 19t~
ter ‘of Hovembar 9th, replying to mine
- of the 8th, émﬁ for the garsful ate
taﬁtion you Have gi'mn the matter,
Very truly,

Dean,

b v cedliy arre)

when, ag I explained 4o her, there we

her +o 8o to other colleges,

Now as t, the advisabi:

think that is a question thgt will hay

AAT T e,



DEPARTMENT OF POWER ENGINEERING ,

SIBLEY COLLEGE
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Albert W. Smith, Professor
William N. Barnard, Professor
F. 0. Eltenwood, Professor

R. Matthews, Ass’t Professor
C. A.. Pelrce, Ass’t Professor
C. H. Berry, Ass’t Professor
R. E, Clark, instructor

ALBERT W. SMITH, Dean

%\0\5%@9 | Ithaca, N. Y., November 12, 1917

Q>
¥ gcﬁ B
v

Professor‘John>Frazer, Dean -
Towne Scientific School.,,
Univefsity of Pennsylvanisa,
Philadelphia, Pa;
Dear Sir:-
Replying to your letter of November 8th.,

I would say that Cornell has been from the beginning
a co-educational institution and all the courses in the
Universify‘are open to Women‘énfexaotly the same
footing as they are to men.

~ The College of Civil Eﬁgineering has had a
number of women students and the College of Architecture
aiways has a number of women in there courses. The
courses in Industrial'Chemistry also have a number of
women. every year who are taking the work for pfofessional
uses. In the College of HMechanical Engineering we have
had had a number of women students but none of them
have ever finished the full curriculum, We have one
girl in her Junior year who probably will oompleté
the course if nothing interferes. We also have two

women in the Freshman class. This has hever been a
problem with us, however, as the number of applicants
t

has been few and far between, It may be that in the




Professor John Frazer,

November 12, 1917

Hear futﬁre we shall have moreuapplicanté and
the problem may present more sides than it has

to date but so far it has not been.a serious matter,

Very truly yours, _ }
;4??;pdubéf

Acting Dean.

DSK ;: MCP




Hovember 13, 1917. |

Mr. Dexter S. Kimball,

Aetin@ ﬁean, 3ibley College,

Cormell Hnivérsifya .

Ky dear 3ir: |
‘ I beg to soknowledge,
with thenks, the reecipt of your
gourteouns lette%z; of Rovember 12%11,
in reply to mine of the 8th, in
regard to the admission of women
students to tha fmma Soiautiﬂa
Sohool.

The i&fcmtion yon have

given will be of much assistanae ._4150

the Committee in its deliberetions.

Yery truly,

e
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SCHOOLS OF ENGINEERING

0‘)'{\ AND ARCHITECTURE

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

ﬂ\*é) : ) SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI prrieE OF AMURIQSIANY

OFFICE OF THE DEAN . }\ Y o b - ‘."17

et 2

November 1%, 1917.
Dean John Fragzer,
Unlver51ty of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphisa.
Déar Dean Frazer:

In reply to your letter of November 10th, I beg to state
that there have never been any women registered as candidates for
degrees in thé School of Engineering of Washington University,
though I recéli that in 1900 or 1901 oné woman took some of the
non-laboratory courses in Civil Engineering.

In the School of'ﬁrehitecture, however, we had one woman
graduéte in the class of 1912, one in the class of 1916, one in the
¢lass of 1917, and at the present time there are two women in the
Senior Class, and three in the Freshman Cleass.

It is my personal opinion, and I believe I may speak for
all the men in the Engineering Faculty, that women are not fitted

for engineering Work,Aand our policy would be to actively discour-

age the registration of women in this department of the University,

especially in Mechanical or Electricsl Engineering where the lab-
- oratory work necessarily involves the exercise of physicsl strength.

The case is not quite so clear in Civil Engineering, except in so

far as Field Surveying is concerned, but I think that in that case

the presence of women is not desirable. I happen to know that ét
Cornell University Miss Nora Blatch completed the course in Civil
Engineering in 1904; and I also happen to know that her presence

in the surveying parties was much resented by the men students.
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November 12, 1917.

' _fean John Frazer - 2

So fér as Architecture is concerned, there are some Dbranches
of the subject for Which women séem to be well adapted, partic-
ularly interior design and decorstion, but where the Wofk is ad-
ministered on the French plan, as it is with us, with numerous 9-
and l2-hour problems, the physical strain is quite severe; and I |
happén to know that Professor Ferrand, who ig Professor of Archi-
tectural Design in our institution, is seriously considering the
adoption of measures which will prevent women from féking these
courses.

| The experience of the few women who have graduated firom
our School of Architecture does not furnisg?sufficient basis from
which to draw conclusions as to the demahd‘for them in this pro-

fession. One of them is almost totally deaf, and has found it prac-

tically impossible to find work for this reason. Another is a daughter
of fairly well-to-do parents and they will not permit her to take an

office position. The third is now employed as draftsman by the City

Plan Commission of St. Louils, and before that she was in the City

Park Department, in both of which positions she has been doing cred-

itable work.

Trusting that this information will be of some assistance

Very truW

Dean.

to you, I remain




1

November 15, 1917+ .

ﬂe&n A. S. Langedorf,
Washington University,
St. Louis, Mo,

My deer Sirs

Ieaemin ;t'mipt of your
latter of Hovember 12%h, which Just
resched me, snd beg to thank you for
your very full and eaur%enna reply
‘to my recent 1nquiries goncerning the
guestion of sdmitting women students
to the courses in the Towne Seiemtific
30hool.

Very truly,

Dean,
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'CASE SCHOOL OF APPLIED SCIENCE

CLEVELAND,OHIO -

November 13, 1917

Professor John Frazer,
Dean Towne Scientific School,
University of Pehhsylvania,
Philadelphia
iy dear Dean Frazer:

' Your letter of the éth inst.,
in regard to women in sdientific.sohools; is at
hand;' We have never aduitted women and in facf
have had very few applications. - I canrs¢s.no
objection to admitting;WQmen fo engineering
courses for oertain'kinds of work although I
' doubt whether they oould practice the engineer-
ing profession in most of its branches. There
is no recson why they dSpuld not do fineAWork
in architecture and in the drafting room. I%
Would_ﬁe much more difficult for them to do the
work of inspection Sr erection;dr railroad cdn-
gtruction ahd 30 forth. If the Waf progresses
1t may be necessary to admit women to these
courses in order to train any students at all.

Regretting that I cannot give ycu more
information, I an,
Very truly yours,

lohardos Sl

President

<2




November 14, 1917.

President Charles e Howe,
| Gase School of Applied Soienage,
' - Cleveland, i Ohio.
My desr Sir: 'l

I have just received your
letter of November 181;5; replying to
mine of the Bth, giving me your41aaag
in regard %o admifting women .stuﬁeata
%o seientific sshooia.f
E?hank you very much for yaur ~
| emszesy and for the mmmtion you
have given me, whieh will be very
helpful to the committee«

Very truly,

_ Daun,




THE POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

BROOKLYN-NEW YORK

PRESIDENTS OFFICE ' November 9, 1917

Mr, John Frazer, Dean
Towne Scientific School
University ef Pemmsylvania
Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear 8ir:
In answer to your letter of Hovember 8th, we can
only reply that we have not admitted women students to our

CcCourses.

Very truly yours,
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 Hovember 12, 1917.

Pres. F. ¥ &#kimn,

Brooklyn I’a}.&twhnie Inats
| Brookiyn, H. Y.
iiy deay Sir! | |
, I beg to soknowledgs the
reveipt of your letter of the 9th, in
reply %o mine of the Bth, snd thank
you for the m:ﬂ*arma;;’@imAgi#mg '

Yory truly, |

Pean,




UNIVEESITY OF VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING

&
@“&

RLOTTESVI LLE

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

November 13, 1917.

Dr. John'Frazer.

Philadelphia, fa.
Dear Dr. Frazer: | e

In reply toAyour letter of November 8, I
have to say that we have never admitted women as stu=
dents to this Univérsity, except in the Summer Schdol;
whi¢h is intendéd in the main for Public School teachers.
We have had, therefore, no experience whatsoever with
their work in collegiate or professional courses; and
under our regulations we could not admit them. I
cah see no reason why women should not do excellent
work in the Drafting and Computing offices of Engineer—
ing establishments, and shall be very glad to see them
furnished opportunities for preparation.

Very truly yours,
uﬂinzn/@%(czzxffa:7

Dean.
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‘ovember 15, 1917,

| Dean William . %ho-m‘%on,

 University of Virginta,
- University, Va.

Hy desr Sir:

I beg to acknowledge with
thenke, the receipt of your lstter of

h Hovember 18&:31; iﬁ"» reply %o m‘lﬁﬁ of

November 8th, with reference to the
sdmisaion of women students to the

_Towne Bolentific School, mvarswy
~of Pemneylvenis.

Very truly,

- Desn.

: N




“ \%\(\ | The Tulawe niversity of gnuiziéma‘
«Qj& SR . Newr Orlesms

Q COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY . i o
W. H. P, GREIGHTON Novem'ber 14th’

: 1917.

Dean John Frazer,
University of Pennsylvanis,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Dean Frazer:-

We have a college for women - Newcomb College -~
situated about two miles from the college for the boys. A former
regulation provided ‘that girls could take in the colleges for
boys only professional studies that were not given at Newcomb.
This regulation prevented any girls but college graduates from
taking professional work as the distance between colleges pre-
vented a workable student schedule.

Girls taking work leading to professional degrees may
now take all their studies in the colleges for boys. There are
now about fifteen of them taking courses in medicine, pharmacy,
dentistry and architecture. One or two girls have taken work in
applied chemistry. '

Where the courses are hard and the professors are
exacting there will be little demand on the part of women. But:
occasionally one appears having the requisite preliminary tra1n1ng,
robust health, intelligence and diligence to maske good and it is

o diffiecult to ass1gn a fair reason for refusing her.

The presence of a woman increases the complications :in
some directions, and curbs some of the freedom or license of
students in langunage and behavior. Nevertheless so long as she--
behaves properly and does the work required she should be granted
the same rights as & boy end no more. A flirt will undoubtedly
neglect her work and can be dropped. '

There are openings in phases of architecture, architec-
tural engineering and chemistry for women. I believe that logically
a woman is within her rights to demand and enter such courses for the
mental training, pleasure, or information derived from the studies
followed independent of the use she may or may not make of them after
gradustion and whether she is or is not the only womsn in the class.

I believe also that very few women will graduate from
courses in the College of Technology of Tulsne University.

Yours very truly,

‘% Urgtto Gy bt

Dean College of Technology.
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Hovember 9, 1917,

Dean w. m, », »(3»@1@153@,

College or Teahnology,
?nlgne University,

My dear Deup craightbn:
Thank you fop

your very souteous apg dampiote“reply

to letter nt g |
By letter of Tesent dste, inguiring

in regarﬁ‘torthg advis&bility of ad-

Ditting women students to the mawne;

Jeientifig Sehool, | |
¥hat you have sald wily ﬁn-

Dean,

fi€én.

Hewcomb College -~
for the boys. A former
{in the colleges for

ot given at Newcomb.
llege graduates from

‘between colleges pre-

i
é professional degrees may
s for boys.  There are

'in medicine, pharmacy,
girls have taken work in

|
!
Pnd the professors are
the part of women. But
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e to make good and it is

fusing her.
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éreases the complic¢ations :in
reedom or license of
Ertheless so long as she
ired she should be granted
A flirt will undoubtedly
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‘es of architecture, architec-
I believe that logically
and enter gsuch courses for the
kon derived from the studies

meIan.L vbw;“_ -
followed independent of Thne usv w... _ § Oor may not make of them afte:
gradustion and whether she is or is not the only womsn in the class.

- I believe also that very few women will graduate from
courses in the College of Technology of Tulsne University.

Yours very truly,

Dean, College of Technology.




Q\%}\g\ o THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

&\XJ v DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
%, : JOHN B. WHITEHEAD ’ ' HOMEWOCD
PROFESSOR OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING ) BALTIMORE, MD.
¢ » Nov. 17, 1917,

Dean John Frazer,

Towne Sciéntific Scheol,
University of Pennsylvsania,
Philadelphia, Pa,

My dear Sirie

o President Goodnow hes asked me to answer your
letter of November T7th.

This University has, for a number of years,
aedmitted women to graduate courses in all departments.
The Dspartment ¢f Engineering, during its four years life,
“has had only one woman as a student, she having taken sd~ -
vanced courses in Mechanical Engineerings '

. My own opinion is that there would be many prace
tical difficulties in giving undergraduate instruction in
Engineering to women. There has been no demsnd for the
offering of such opportunities by this University. Based
on discussions of the admissleon of women te undergraduate
courses in cther departments in the past, I sheuld say that
the demand would have to be gquite positive before this
University would open its undergradusts ceurses to women.

Yours very truly,

JBW /W,

Secretary.




‘Fresident Goodnow, in regurd to the sd~

November 20, 1917,

Professor ébhn B. Whitohaad.
Johns Hopkins University,
| Homewood, Baltimore.
My dear Sir: |
I beg to soitnewladge, with
thanks, the receipi of your 1attar'of |

Hovember 17th, in reply to ny letler to
mission of ﬁamen,atﬁ&enﬁa to the Towne
Seientifis School of the Univeraity of

Eenasylwania.

Yery truly,

Dean,

JBW N, K ci:::/// secretary.

Y

_answer
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A @mrgm Brioul of Techmalogy,
Aumm Ga.
Dean John Frazer, Nov. 13th,1917.

University of Pa.,

Philadelphia, Pa.
Dear Sir:

Replying to your letter of Nov. iO,1917, I ﬁeg to
say that we do no%t rsceive women students in any of our de-
reritments except'the evening school of Commerce. We are
forbiddeﬁ to do so by our Charter which dates back about thirty
years.

I see no good reason why women should nct be admitied

-especially to our course in architecturée and p

t

rhaps to .chamistry
and textiles and evem electrical engineering. I think probably
it wilil De dont when there is a demand Tor i%. I know no de-

-

mands for this at present except thut I have had a few inguiriss
from women as to the possibility of their dcing work in the School.
Very truLy yours

K Boecernen

DEAN.




November 16, 1917,

 “Dean W. H, Emerson,

- Georgia Sghool of %éeﬁnoiog .
 Atlunta, Ga.
Ky desr Dean ﬁmeréoﬁ:

. } i beg to acknowl-
eiga,'gith‘thaaks,ﬂthe reeaipt of your
lettor of November 13th, replying to
my inguiry of ﬁéveﬁberrlaﬁh, With rof-
enence %0 thé aémisaiqn of women stu-
dents to the Towne Scientific School.

. Very truly,

Dean,




Ira N. Hollis,
President

A\
N
ﬂ‘\' @@@9 . Worcester, Mass.
Wt |

< . Fov. 12, 1917.

WORCESTER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE

¥r. John Frazer,
University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia, Pa.

Ny dear Sir:

.I have your letter of the 10th inquiring about the admission of
women to this institution. So far as I know there is no';hing in the
charter that would prevent the_ir admission but up to this time there
has never been a woman student of the Institute. I do not see any ob-
jection to admitting them excepting the fact that we should be put to
some sxpense in making adequate provision to take care of them. The
buildings would have to be altered and there would doubtless have to
be some kind of a hall for thems 1 do not kndw how the gymnasium part
of it would be worked out. If women are admitted to an institmtion I
see no reason undser the sun why thej should not be admitted to the
 Engineering Departments. A case in point is Michigan Uxiiversity
where I think some women have graduaded in engineering.

As you seem to want my advice, I would admit them to Pennsylvania
University.

| Yours very truly,




Hovember 13,.191?.

President Ira H. Hollis,
Worgester Polytechnic Inst.,
Woragester, Hasse

Hy dear Sir:

Thank you for youwr cour-
teous 1etteé of November 12th, giving
your views in regard to admitting
} women students to the Towne Scientif-
ie Schebi¢

I zm sure your letter will be
‘very helpful 0 the Committee in decid-

ing this matter.
Very truly,

Dean,

4 b .
Lﬁ/"ﬂﬂ/ If‘g‘uﬁ-’;p{f P
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UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN
ANN ARBOR

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING Novenmber 16' 1917

MORTIMER E COOLEY, pean
WILLIAM H. BUTTS, ASSISTANT DEAN
LOUIS A, HOPKINS, seECRETARY

Dean John'Frayer,
University of Pennsylvania.

Desar Sir:

You have assigned me & somewhat difficult task in
your letter of November 10th, inquiring about admitting women
to courses in engineering. The fact itself is not so difficult,
as to express a reasonable opinion sbout it.

In this University, ever since coeducation was adopted
wonmen hav